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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORT REGARDING U.S. AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON 

1. APRIL 25 ISSUE PRO:COMMANDO, PRO-IRAQI DAILY "AL 
MOHARRIR" (CIRC 35,000 OF WHICH HALF IN LEBANON), CARRIED 
FRONT-PAGE BANNER STATING: "THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
KNEW ABOUT THE MASSACRE OF AIN AL-RUMANEH THREE DAYS 
BEFORE IT TOOK PLACE." SUBHEAD ASKED RHETORICALLY 
"HAS GODLEY PROMISED PIERRE GEMAYEL THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT WILL INTERFERE IF BATTLE DEVELOPS UNVAFORABLY 
TO THE PHALANGISTS?" STORY WAS BUILT AROUND ONE-SENTENCE 
REPORT PUBLISHED PREVIOUS DAY IN INDEPENDENT WEEKLY 
"AL HAWADETH” (CIRC 65,000 OF WHICH 15,000 IN LEBANON) 

WHICH, UNDER HEADLINE "TOP SECRET," HAD REPORTED THAT 
IN APRIL 10 MEETING WITH RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVES OF 
AMERICAN MEDIA AMBASSADOR GODLEY SAID "WORST THING ABOUT 
LEBANESE SITUATION IS THAT PALESTINIANS ARE SUPPLIED WITH 
SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS THAT ARE BETTER THAN WEAPONS 
POSSESSED BY LEBANESE ARMY." LENGTHY "AL MOHARRIR" 
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SPECULATIONS LEADING READER TO THE CONCLUSION, BUT NOT 
ACTUALLY SUPPORTING, STATEMENT IN BANNER HEADLINE. 

2. PAO CONTACTED MINISTRY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
STORY AND LEARNED THAT MINISTRY ALREADY HAD DIRECTED 
ATTORNEY GENERAL TO BRING CHARGES AGAINST BOTH "AL MOHARRIR" 
AND A''AL HWADETH" FOR VIOLATIONS OF LEBANESE PRESS LAW IN 
CONNECTION THESE ARTICLES. PAO POINTED OUT "AL HAWADETH" HAD 
NOT ACTUALLY PRINTED FALSE STATEMENT, BUT MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR 
OF PRESS SAID "WE WANT TO TEACH THEM A LESSON ANYWAY." IN 
CONSULTATION WITH MINISTRY, EMBASSY IS SUBMITTING REQUEST 
FOR RETRACTION BY "AL MOHARRIR" ONLY. MINISTRY INFORMS 

THAT UNDER LEBANESE LAW "AL MOHARRIR" MUST PRINT RETRACTION 
IN SAME SPACE OR FACE FURTHER LEGAL CHARGES. 

3. CONTENTS OF "AL MOHARRIR" STORY GENERALLY SAME AS PICKED 
UP BY IRAQ NEWS AGENCY AND REPORTED BY FBIS FROM AMMAN 
APRIL 25. 

GODLEY 
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